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Abstract 

  

Many students entering post-secondary institutions today have limited knowledge and 

abilities in the area of information literacy.  Information literacy is a critical skill for post-

secondary students.  Post- secondary educators, who recognize and accept the literacy limitations 

of today’s students, will be better positioned to adopt their teaching styles and curriculum to 

cultivate information literacy.  Post-Secondary educators can play a vital role in fostering and 

promoting the required skills to successfully evaluate and apply information to solve problems, 

regardless of the data source.  The college student of tomorrow must understand and embrace 

information literacy as a means to help achieve academic success.   
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Critical Thinking 

Overview 

Aristotle (n.d.) proclaimed that “all men by nature desire to know.”  Aristotle’s assertion 

holds truth in that desire is a core attribute of learning.  Yet, in order to learn, students need more 

than desire.  They need scholarly material to analyze and critical thinking skills to synthesize 

information in meaningful ways to maximize the learning experience.  Skills such as the ability 

to locate, critically evaluate, and use information are collectively known as information literacy 

(Turusheva, 2009).     

The students of today are very different from the students of yesterday.  Today’s students 

have grown up in the instant information world of Google, Face Book and online universities.  

With vast amounts of information readily available, one may surmise that today’s college 

students must possess a high level of information literacy.  Many students entering post-

secondary institutions today have limited knowledge and abilities in the area of information 

literacy.  A literature review validates the importance of information literacy.  Post-secondary 

educators are in an ideal position to support information literacy in today’s Internet information 

age. The importance of informational literacy in post-secondary education will be developed in 

this essay.   

Importance of Information Literacy 

According to Li and Lester (2009), “Information literacy has been recognized as one of 

the essential educational goals to assess and evaluate a student’s aptitudes for critical thinking, 

decision making, and problem-solving” (p. 570).  Ideally students entering universities should 

already possess skills in information literacy; in fact, some educators believe basic information 

literacy instruction should begin in primary school (Badke, 2009). The argument for the early 
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introduction to information literacy is to thwart the development of poor research habits thus 

preventing the need for literacy reorientation later in the student’s academic career. Russell 

(2009) indicated that “many post-secondary practitioners agree that there exists a significant gap 

in the information competencies that students demonstrate during the high school to university 

transition” (p. 92).  Although not ideal, is it is not too late to link the importance of information 

literacy to academic success.  Post- secondary educators, who recognize and accept the literacy 

limitations of today’s students, will be better positioned to adopt their teaching styles and 

curriculum to cultivate information literacy.   

The Internet has become increasingly popular with students of all ages, especially when 

gathering research information.  Badke (2009) affirms Google has become the primary source for 

information for as many as 70-80% of college students.  The use of the Internet as a potential 

source for scholarly information may make finding basic research information faster and more 

convenient; yet there is no assurance that the content is accurate, unbiased, and valid or that it 

has been critically evaluated or peer reviewed (Turusheva, 2009).   

Educator’s Role 

Post-secondary educators can play a vital role in shifting the information paradigm from 

basic Google searches to academic sources such as university based online library systems.  

University based databases will still allow students the freedom of online access but offer a 

higher probability that the information will be considered scholarly, which can positively impact 

overall academic outcomes.   

Post-secondary educators can employ the information literacy skills they have amassed 

and refined over their academic careers to guide students in properly identifying academic 

sources.  At a basic level this knowledge exchange can begin with a demonstration of how to 
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access and use the university’s online library system.  Additionally, universities employ 

librarians who are highly skilled in research and data gathering.  These professionals are 

excellent resources for students who may need more individualized instruction.  Some librarians 

are even tasked with creating course specific library instruction designed for students or faculties 

use (Russell, 2009).      

With steadfast scholarship, practice, and leadership, improved information literacy in the 

classroom can occur.  Students will become more skilled in utilizing information sources, 

advance their critical thinking talents, and achieve improved classroom outcomes.   Only then 

will they fully understand and appreciate the necessity of information literacy.  Concurrently 

educators will begin to see a shift in literacy standards.   

Conclusion 

Information literacy is a critical skill for post-secondary students.  The college student of 

tomorrow must understand and embrace information literacy as a means to help achieve 

academic success.  Educators can play a vital role in fostering and promoting the required skills 

to successfully evaluate and apply information to solve problems, regardless of the data source.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 The Post-Secondary Educators Role in Information Literacy p. 5  
 

 

References 

Badke, W. (2009, July/August). How we failed the net generation. Online, 47-49. Retrieved from     

     http://web.ebscohost.com.ezproxy.apollolibrary.com/ehost/detail?sid=d06c7df7-983b-4eb3- 

b4b3-

b60d0bc7924e%40sessionmgr104&vid=1&hid=119&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ

%3d%3d#db=rzh&AN=2010356030. 

Lili, L. & Lester, L. (2009).  Rethinking information literacy instructions in the digital age. The  

     International Journal of Learning, 16(11), 569-577.  Retrieved from  

     http://ehis.ebscohost.com/eds/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?sid=877a4763-3534-4304-b68a- 

     d7919a1649d6%40sessionmgr112&vid=16&hid=109.  

Russell, P. (2009).  Why universities need information literacy now more than ever. Feliciter,  

     55(3), 92-94.  Retrieved from  

     http://web.ebscohost.com.ezproxy.apollolibrary.com/ehost/detail?sid=c7e4fca6-df88-4bfa-      

902b-

18b5a1b093f6%40sessionmgr111&vid=1&hid=119&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ

%3d%3d#db=f5h&AN=41553415.   

Turusheva, L. (2009).  Students’ information competence and its importance for life-long  

     education.  Problems of Education in the 21
st
 Century, 12, 126-132.  Retrieved from  

     http://web.ebscohost.com.ezproxy.apollolibrary.com/ehost/detail?sid=e29569eb-955b-4881- 

8ed2-

06e03c5f7b21%40sessionmgr113&vid=1&hid=119&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ

%3d%3d#db=ehh&AN=42742862.  



 The Post-Secondary Educators Role in Information Literacy p. 6  
 

 


